
  
Week   of   Sunday   January   3,   2021:   

  

Ice   Breakers:   
1.   What   is   a   resolution   you   have   for   2021?   
2.   If   you   could   see   one   thing   happen   in   your   life   in   2021,   what   would   it   be?   

  
Message:   New   Year,   New   Narrative   
  

The   narratives   you   choose   to   believe   about   your   life   impact   the   rest   of   your   life   because   your   
beliefs   influence   all   that   you   do.   
  

God’s   word   makes   it   clear   that   you   were   made   to   be   set   apart,   to   stand   out   and   to   be   “unmixed”   
from   the   rest   of   society.    But   he   also   makes   it   clear   how   he   brings   about   this   change   in   our   lives.   
In   Romans   12:2   Paul   says   “Stop   imitating   the   ideals   and   opinions   of   the   culture   around   you,   but   
be   inwardly   transformed   by   the   Holy   Spirit   through   a   total   reformation   of   how   you   think.   This   will   
empower   you   to   discern   God’s   will   as   you   live   a   beautiful   life,   satisfying   and   perfect   in   his   eyes.”   
(TPT)   
  

Paul   affirms   that   the   change   that   God   wants   to   bring   to   your   life   doesn’t   come   from   within   you.   
It   doesn’t   come   from   you   garnering   up   more   will   power   or   from   having   a   greater   desire   within   
you   to   be   better,   but   it   simply   comes   from   changing   the   way   you   think;   it   comes   from   changing   
the   narratives   you   believe   about   yourself,   your   life,   and   God.   
  

1. What   stood   out   to   you   from   Sunday’s   message?   Did   God   speak   something   
specific   to   you?   

2. Is   there   a   narrative   that   you   have   believed   and   have   lived   your   life   from   that   isn’t   
based   on   truth?   (I.E.:   “I   need   to   prove   my   worth”,   I   need   to   be   perfect,   I   need   to   
earn   God’s   love”,   “This   bad   thing   is   happening   to   me,   so   God   must   be   punishing   
me”)   What   truth   has   God   given   you   to   confront   this   false   narrative?   How   do   you   
think   this   will   change   things   in   your   life?   

Lie:   I   need   to   prove   my   worth;   Truth-   1    Peter   2:9   “ But   you   are   God’s   chosen   
treasure[ a ]—priests   who   are   kings,[ b ]   a   spiritual   “nation”   set   apart   as   God’s   
devoted   ones.   He   called   you   out   of   darkness   to   experience   his   marvelous   light,   



and   now   he   claims   you   as   his   very   own.   He   did   this   so   that   you   would   broadcast   
his   glorious   wonders    throughout   the   world .”   

Lie:   I   need   to   earn   his   love;   Truth-    1   John   4:9-10   “This   is   love:   He   loved   us    long   
before   we   loved   him .   It   was   his   love,   not   ours.   He   proved   it   by   sending   his   Son   to   
be   the   pleasing   sacrificial   offering   to   take   away   our   sins.   

Lie:   “This   bad   thing   is   happening   to   me   because   God   is   punishing   me”:   Truth:    John   
16:33    “I   have   told   you   all   this   so   that   you   may   have   peace   in   me.   Here   on   earth   you   
will   have   many   trials   and   sorrows.   But   take   heart,   because   I   have   overcome   the   
world.”   

  
Text:   Acts   16:22-31   (NLT)   
22    A   mob   quickly   formed   against   Paul   and   Silas,   and   the   city   officials   ordered   them   stripped   and   
beaten   with   wooden   rods.    23    They   were   severely   beaten,   and   then   they   were   thrown   into   
prison.   The   jailer   was   ordered   to   make   sure   they   didn’t   escape.    24    So   the   jailer   put   them   into  
the   inner   dungeon   and   clamped   their   feet   in   the   stocks.   
25    Around   midnight   Paul   and   Silas   were   praying   and   singing   hymns   to   God,   and   the   other   
prisoners   were   listening.    26    Suddenly,   there   was   a   massive   earthquake,   and   the   prison   was   
shaken   to   its   foundations.   All   the   doors   immediately   flew   open,   and   the   chains   of   every   prisoner   
fell   off!    27    The   jailer   woke   up   to   see   the   prison   doors   wide   open.   He   assumed   the   prisoners   had   
escaped,   so   he   drew   his   sword   to   kill   himself.    28    But   Paul   shouted   to   him,   “Stop!   Don’t   kill   
yourself!   We   are   all   here!”   
29    The   jailer   called   for   lights   and   ran   to   the   dungeon   and   fell   down   trembling   before   Paul   and   
Silas.    30    Then   he   brought   them   out   and   asked,   “Sirs,   what   must   I   do   to   be   saved?”   
31    They   replied,   “Believe   in   the   Lord   Jesus   and   you   will   be   saved,   along   with   everyone   in   your   
household.”   
  

In   this   short   story   of   Paul   and   Silas,   we   see   three   basic   truths   that   God   wants   you   to   know   about   
the   narrative   he   has   for   your   life   as   his   follower:   

1. Following   Jesus   isn’t   always   easy   
2. You   were   made   to   worship   
3. Jesus   is   and   always   will   be   your   answer   

3.    Which   of   these   three   truths   stood   out   to   you?    Why?    Which   do   you   believe   is   
hardest   to   believe   and   live   from?   Why?   

4.    As   we   begin   a   new   year,   what   narratives   is   God   wanting   you   to   live   from   so   he   
can   bring   change   to   your   life   and   make   the   most   of   2021?   

5.   What   do   you   need   prayer   for   this   week?   Take   some   time   to   pray   for   one   another.   



Upcoming   Events:     

January   Series:   Unmixed   
Men’s   Taco   Night:   To   Be   Determined   
  

Sunday   Service    
In-Person   Services:   Sundays,   9am   and   11am     
Location:   Captivate   Church     
*Watch   church   online   at    www.captivatesd.com     

  
Kid’s   Content     
Parents,   we   invite   you   to   check   out   content   for   all   ages   in   the   links   below.    There   are   activities,   
videos   and   follow   up   discussion   PDF’s   for   you   and   your   kids.     Captivate   Kid’s   Content   Page   


